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Creation, and the Institution of National Order

Rama's Sacrifice Towards Parents

Look sages ! How Rama carried out the orders of his
parents. What a great soul he was who set an example of high
ideals in the World. How at one moment he was being
crowned as a king and how, in another moment, his mother
was insisting on his going to the forest and to fulfill his
father's command. At that time Rama did not care for his
father's separation but stuck to his duty. Rama paid due
respects to his parants and to his preceptor Vashistha and left
for the forest with his wife Sita and brother Lakshmana.

Mystery of Ahalya's Episode Exploded

O, Sages ! Mahanandji once related to me a story about
Ahalya and Gautam wherein Indra is said to have abducted
Ahalya and Gautam cursed her and turned her into a stone.
At Ahalya's request, asking as to when she would be released
from her bondage. Gautama had said that Rama would come
in Tretayuga and release her from bondage with a kick of his
foot.

O sages ! This narration given out by Mahanand ji is only
figurative. According to Vedic terminology, Ahalya means
‘earth’, night' and 'Mother'. In this context of Rama and Ahalya
episode, we have to impart the meaning to Ahalya as that of
earth i.e. made of stone. I had an opportunity to see Rama in
‘Tretayuga' (Treta period). Rama was well-versed in the
Science of Earth. People have not weighed this fact that Rama,
who was known as the great apostle of ethical codes could not
act unethically. Even a kshatriya whose duty is to protect
feminine chastity, can not even think of associating with
another woman in his imagination. Then how could you expect
Rama to kick a woman, so to say, for releasing her from
bondage ? The real fact is like this. A piece of fertile land which
is not being utilised to produce food and lies fallow and
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uneven is called 'Ahalya’. When Rama was proceeding to the
forest and crossed Ayodhya, he found the surrounding land
fallow and uncultivated. It was not being made use of for
production of food. Rama looked at it with a scientific eye and
found the land potentially productive and capable of yielding
bumper harvest. Nishada's territory lay adjoining Ayodhya.
While going to the forest, he happened to be greeted by
Nishada. Nishada asked Rama if the former could serve the
latter in any way, Rama advised him to tell his farmers to till
the land well, sow seeds and raise bumper harvest.

Nishada had asked Rama, "Why do you prefer to go to
forest than to rule (Your kingdom) ?" Rama obseved " This is
my mother's desire. This life is short and I want to perform
some virtuous deeds in my life time. If I live in my kingdom,
I'shall imbibe 'Rajasic' qualities contrary to my wishes. Whereas
if I live in a forest, my life will be austered on account of the
very contact with the Rishis.

Did Lakshmana chop off the nose of Ravana's sister ?

O, sages ! When Rama, Lakshmana and Sita were at
panchavati, Ravana's sister Somatiti (Surpanakha) came to
Rama, Sita and Lakshmana and gave vent to her vicious
passions. At that Lakshmana reprimanded, "You ought to be
ashamed of your conduct. You are not connected with a low
family but on the contrary, you belong to the family of the
great king Ravana". With such reproachful words he greeted
her and put her to shame. This amounted to cutting of nose
and ears. The news of the insulting incident was broken to
Ravana, her brother.

It was at this juncture that Khardushana came to retaliate
for the maltreatment meted out to Somatiti. In the fight that
followed with Rama, he was slain. When that still more
depressing news reached Ravana, he alongwith Maricha came
and abducted Sita. When Rama and Lakshmana found Sita
missing, they felt very sad. They trekked towards Pumpapur.

Pujyapad Gurudev
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